San Gabriel River Discovery Center Authority

Date: January 20, 2010

To: Governing Board Members

From: Belinda Faustinos, Executive Officer

Subject: Item 5.C. Consideration of a resolution to 1) certify that (a) the

Final Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for the San Gabriel River
Discovery Center project has been completed in compliance with
CEQA; (b) the Final EIR was presented to the Governing Board of
the Authority and the Governing Board of the Authority reviewed
and considered the information contained in the Final EIR prior to
approving the project; and (c) the Final EIR reflects the Authority’s
independent judgment and analysis, 2) adopt the Findings, the
Statement of Overriding Considerations, and the Mitigation,
Monitoring and Reporting Program attached to the Staff Report, 3)
approve the 14,000 square foot (sf) alternative evaluated in the San
Gabriel River Discovery Center project EIR and 4) approve the
Lease and Sublease with the County of Los Angeles for the Whittier
Narrows Nature Center Area.

Portions of this item will be presented by staff from the San Gabriel River
Discovery Center Authority (Authority) and EDAW, the Authority’s
environmental consultant.

Recommendation: Authorize a resolution to 1) certify that (a) the Final
Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for the San Gabriel River Discovery Center
project has been completed in compliance with CEQA; (b) the Final EIR was
presented to the Governing Board of the Authority and the Governing Board of
the Authority reviewed and considered the information contained in the Final
EIR prior to approving the project; and (c) the Final EIR reflects the Authority’s
independent judgment and analysis, 2) adopt the Findings, the Statement of
Overriding Considerations, and the Mitigation, Monitoring and Reporting
Program attached to the Staff Report, 3) approve the 14,000 square foot (sf)
alternative evaluated in the San Gabriel River Discovery Center project EIR and
4) approve the Lease and Sublease with the County of Los Angeles for the
Whittier Narrows Nature Center Area.

Background & Discussion:

These actions will 1) certify that (a) the Final Environmental Impact Report
(EIR) for the San Gabriel River Discovery Center project has been completed in
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compliance with CEQA; (b) the Final EIR was presented to the Governing Board
of the Authority and the Governing Board of the Authority reviewed and
considered the information contained in the Final EIR prior to approving the
project; and (c) the Final EIR reflects the Authority’s independent judgment and
analysis, 2) adopt the Findings, the Statement of Overriding Considerations,
and the Mitigation, Monitoring and Reporting Program attached to the Staff
Report, 3) approve the 14,000 square foot (sf) alternative evaluated in the San
Gabriel River Discovery Center project EIR and 4) approve the Lease and
Sublease with the County of Los Angeles for the Whittier Narrows Nature
Center Area and authorize the Executive Officer or designee, to proceed with
the project.

Exhibits for this report are provided separately due to volume:
e Exhibit A: Final EIR
e Exhibit B: Findings, the Statement of Overriding Considerations, and the
Mitigation, Monitoring and Reporting Program
o Exhibit C: Draft Lease and Sublease
e Exhibit D: Overview of CEQA PowerPoint presentation

Staff is recommending that the Authority Board:

1. Consider the Final Environmental Impact Report (Final EIR); (a)
certify that the Final EIR for the San Gabriel River Discovery Center
project has been completed in compliance with the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), (b) receive the presentation to the
Authority Board, for review and consideration of the information
contained therein prior to approving the project, (c) determine that the
Final Environmental Impact Report reflects the independent judgment
and analysis of the Authority;

2. Adopt the CEQA Findings of Fact and Statement of Overriding
Considerations, and the Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program
included in the CEQA Findings of Fact, finding that, pursuant to
Public Resources Code Section 21081.6, the Mitigation Monitoring
and Reporting Program is adequately designed to ensure compliance
with the mitigation measures during project implementation.

3. Approve the 14,000 square foot (sf) alternative evaluated in the Draft
Environmental Impact Report (Draft EIR), Section 5.4.3, for the San

Gabriel River Discovery Center proposed project.

4. Approve the Lease and Sublease with the County of Los Angeles for
the Whittier Narrows Nature Center Area.
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5. Authorize the Executive Officer or designee to proceed with the

implementation of the interpretive center building and site, and
provide full design documents for this purpose.

6. Authorize the Executive Officer or designee to proceed with

fundraising and programming activities and all other related
necessary activities as previously approved by the Authority.

PURPOSE /JUSTIFICATION OF THE RECOMMENDED ACTION

Approval of the recommended actions will allow the San Gabriel River
Discovery Center (Discovery Center) project to proceed by certifying the Final
EIR, and approving the 14,000 sf alternative evaluated in the Draft EIR
(Section 5.4.3) for the San Gabriel River Discovery Center project.

The project will meet the following objectives:

1.

Create an accessible interpretive center set in a unique regional setting,
designed to educate the public about the San Gabriel River watershed
through a combination of indoor exhibits, outdoor interpretive features,
and educational programming.

. Provide an interpretive center that accommodates children and teacher

from the K-12 school districts located within a 25-mile radius of the project
site by providing standards-based grade-level appropriate educational
programming through a wide range of accessible and free exhibits,
classroom space, and hands-on outdoor experiences.

. Expand the public user base to the currently underserved, diverse urban

population located within a 25-mile radius of the project site with
economically and geographically accessible interpretive facilities that would
enhance awareness and regional interest in watershed improvement
activities.

Create an interpretive center capable of meeting the outreach and
educational programming needs of a diverse range of Stakeholders and
Partner agencies.

. Create a unique facility for the greater Los Angeles area focusing on

watershed management for habitat, flood control, conservation, and water
quality.

Create an access point and hub destination for the Emerald Necklace Park
Network, as the only interpretive center in this 17-mile loop of parks, trails,
and greenways.

. Provide a gateway to exploration of other natural areas and recreational

opportunities in the San Gabriel River watershed.

. Provide leadership in sustainable building and landscape design and

operations by integrating these features of the project into the indoor and
outdoor exhibits.

17



Project Overview

Project History

Efforts to expand and improve the Whittier Narrows Nature Center (WNNC)
have been contemplated for many years. In early 2000, the Upper San Gabriel
Valley Municipal District (Upper District) recognized the need for an
educational facility within their territory to inform constituents about the
physical and natural setting of the San Gabriel River, the importance of
preserving and restoring the natural habitat along the waterways, and
conservation and protection of the drinking water supply. An ad-hoc
stakeholder group was formed, followed by a Steering Committee, beginning a
series of collaborative decisions by various local agencies, which led to the
proposal for the Discovery Center.

This collaboration resulted in a vision for the Discovery Center to become a
multi-disciplinary facility utilized by multiple agencies to address the ecological
and cultural resource issues of the entire San Gabriel River watershed. This
led to formation of the San Gabriel Discovery Center Authority (Authority) in
December 2005. The Authority is a joint powers entity, established under
Section 6500 of the Government Code. The Authority replaced the Steering
Committee as the governing body to design, develop, build, operate, and
maintain the Discovery Center. The members of the Authority include Los
Angeles County Department of Parks and Recreation, the Rivers and
Mountains Conservancy, Central Basin Municipal Water District, and the
Upper District.

In mid 2000, a Location Committee was formed of volunteers from this
stakeholder group. The committee consisted of representatives from Upper
District, RMC, County of Los Angeles Department of Public Works (LADPW)
Watershed Division, LADPR, and the Sierra Club. The Location Committee
identified numerous potential sites at various locations in the San Gabriel
River watershed and along the Rio Hondo River, and developed siting criteria
for use in the evaluation. This evaluation concluded that the WNNC and the
Natural Area offered the greatest advantages to the project with the assumption
that the WNNC location would be the preferred site for the building (Thomas
Hacker Associates 20006).

The criteria included key site planning issues: access, safety, construction
feasibility, sense of place/visitor experience, range of opportunities, integration
of building and site, responsiveness to climatic conditions (sustainability),
reflection of the partnership’s goals, and service/long-term maintenance. The
WNNC building location was selected as the site for the Discovery Center
building for the following reasons:
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* The possibility for a high quality visitor experience is exceptional at this site
due to the ability to create a seamless connection between the visitor
experience in the building and the natural resources of the site.

* The building program can be accommodated on the existing County-owned
site, the majority of which is above the 100-year flood plain and has already
been disturbed by construction of structures and non-native landscaping.

* Visitor parking can be provided in an area that has non-native vegetation and
constructed in a way that complements the site and provides environmental
benefits.

* A new Discovery Center in this location would draw attention to the Natural
Area as a whole, enhancing its visitation and ability to attract additional
funding for restoration of degraded habitat.

* A strong opportunity is created to tell the full story of the San Gabriel River
watershed, its setting, and its value to wildlife and human occupants.

Based upon this conclusion, Thomas Hacker Associates was directed to
develop the schematic design for the proposed project, based upon the building
program through an organized, collaborative process. The Schematic Design
Plan and underlying programs were completed in May 2006 (Thomas Hacker
Associates 2006). The Authority has worked together with federal, state, and
local agencies (in particular, the United States Army Corps of Engineers
(USACE), which is the primary landowner at the proposed project location), as
well as public and private groups to develop the proposed project evaluated in
the Draft EIR. Public input was sought throughout the process, during which
the proposed project goals and facility design were presented for questions and
comment (Draft EIR, Executive Summary, Page ES-3).

Rationale for Staff Recommendation of the 14,000 sf Alternative
Staff is recommending the 14,000 sf alternative for the following reasons:

e The 14,000 sf alternative is feasible and meets all of the objectives of the
project,

e The 14,000 sf alternative would reduce several of the significant
environmental effects compared to the proposed project, specifically,
impacts to air quality, biological resources, cultural resources, noise, and
traffic would be reduced compared to the proposed project because of the
reduction in building size, area disturbed during construction, and
number of visitors that would be expected to travel to the lease boundary
(Draft EIR, pp. 5-21 through 5-27).

e The 14,000 sf alternative is more economically feasible than the proposed
project.
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Summary of Project Characteristics

Los Angeles Department of Parks and Recreation (LADPR) proposes to lease
and sublease the approximately 11.21-acre project site to the Authority as part
of the project. As such, the project site is herein referred to as the lease
boundary. Construction would occur on only 5 acres (construction impact
area) within the lease boundary. The primary project features include a 14,000
sf interpretive center, a 116-space parking lot, maintenance building, open air
classroom, constructed riparian/wetland area, covered outdoor classroom, and
connecting pathways from these locations. The balance of the site would be set
aside for habitat preservation and restoration.

The existing WNNC and all existing outbuildings would be demolished in order
to construct a new interpretive center in approximately the same location as
the existing nature center building. The new one-story 14,000-sf interpretive
center would be located on the western portion of the lease boundary along
Durfee Avenue. The interpretive center would include a lobby, live animal
exhibit areas, a classroom, multi-purpose room, support facilities, and
administrative offices. Any new structures within the taking line must be built
above the level of the flood elevation. The finished floor for the interpretive
center would be constructed above the taking line 100-year flood elevation at
232.3 feet above mean sea level, in accordance with USACE requirements for
construction within the floodplain.

The interpretive center lobby would include a reception/orientation area, and
sales area. The outdoor entry area would also serve as an area for orientation
of groups. Information would be available for visitors, including maps,
brochures, trail information, and linkages to cultural and historical
information, wildlife corridors, sanctuaries, and other recreational and natural
resources in the San Gabriel River Watershed. The sales area would provide
education materials, retail merchandise related to the San Gabriel River, and
other items. A combined office/storage area would also be located in the lobby.

Exhibit-related space would be provided, including interpretive programs, live
animal exhibits, and an exhibit maintenance area. Exhibit spaces would be
organized to create an interactive, engaging and non-linear experience designed
to guide visitors in and out of the interpretive center, constantly reconnecting
them with the Natural Area. Support and maintenance areas for exhibits
would be located at the back of the main exhibit hall.

One wet classroom, sized to accommodate approximately 40 students, would
provide space for educational uses inside the interpretive center. This room
would also house the library resources for the center. The interpretive center
multi-purpose room would be able to accommodate small and large groups for
watershed related events, conferences, and meetings. The facility and
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surrounding area would only be used for an interpretive center and related
activities. The proposed improvements are not intended as a location for
events unrelated to watershed education, such as weddings, etc. The multi-
purpose room would seat up to 150 people and could be partitioned to
accommodate smaller groups, including concurrent school groups and
breakdown of larger group sessions. Audiovisual equipment for presentations
and speakers with multimedia capability would be available. A direct doorway
connecting the multi-purpose room and the entry courtyard would allow for
indoor/outdoor events and would ease circulation when large numbers of
people are visiting the interpretive center.

The interpretive center would include space for staff and volunteers. Essential
support spaces would consist of the restroom facilities. The restrooms would be
sized to accommodate the numbers of visitors anticipated at the interpretive
center.

A new 116-space ADA-accessible parking lot would be located on the east side
of the lease boundary. The parking lot would accommodate 3 bus parking
spaces (approximately 160 feet drop-off length). Parking for bicycles would also
be provided.

The existing wooded area along the northern portion of the lease boundary
would be maintained to protect this habitat type and to provide a vegetative
buffer along Durfee Avenue to obscure direct views of the parking lot from
passing motorists. A new vehicular entrance on Durfee Avenue east of the
existing driveway entrance would provide the only vehicular access to the
project site and would lead to the parking lot. Entry signs would welcome park
visitors and direct them to the interpretive center. An entry gate would
prohibit vehicular access into the site after regular operating hours. Bicycle
and pedestrian access to the project site would be provided from the San
Gabriel River trail system and from Siphon Road; however, bicycles are not
allowed on the trails within the Natural Area.

An approximately 1,000 sf maintenance building would be located on the
eastern end of the parking lot and would provide parking for maintenance
vehicles and equipment, material storage including a code required container
for combustible materials, and office space for site maintenance staff. Actual
vehicle maintenance (oil changes, etc.) would not be conducted.

Two outdoor classrooms would be developed within the lease boundary. An
open air classroom would be developed immediately south of the interpretive
center and a covered outdoor classroom would be constructed to the west of
the proposed parking lot. The open air classroom would allow for seating of up
to 120 people and would be approximately 700 sf in size. This would be a
sloped, bowl-shaped space that blends into the surrounding landscape.
Seating would be comprised of informal graduated terraces. The area would
include a stage equipped with a metal fire ring capable of being covered and
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locked when not in use. There would be programs conducted during the day
and occasional nighttime programs as well. It is expected that the fire ring
would be used approximately 3 or 4 times per year during ranger talks. There
would be security lighting.

The covered outdoor classroom (approximately 1,000 sf) would be used for
group gatherings, as well as outdoor classroom functions. Restrooms, storage
space, and electricity would be provided within the same structure. Portable
benches would serve as furniture. The structure would allow for a range of
hands-on demonstration projects and would be used by schools or other
groups as an outdoor classroom. Lighting would be provided in the covered
outdoor classroom for nighttime activities. A portable public address system
would be located on-site for use in the covered outdoor classroom and open air
classroom. The system would be portable and there would be no permanent
wiring. It would only be used when necessary to project sound to a large
group.

The constructed riparian/wetland would be approximately 29,158 sf
(approximately 0.67 acres) in size. The riparian/wetland would replace the
existing paved area of the parking lot at the WNNC. The island within the
existing parking lot and the native vegetation planted therein would remain
intact and apart from the constructed riparian/wetland area. A small
constructed riparian/wetland area would serve two functions. First, it would
provide a hands-on educational area. Second, it would filter and cleanse storm
water from the interpretive center, covered outdoor classroom, open air
classroom, parking lot, maintenance building, and driveway. A portion of the
constructed riparian/wetland area would be membrane-lined and remain wet
throughout the entire year; there would be a piped-connection from the new
parking lot, outdoor and open air classrooms, and new interpretive center to
channel runoff from these areas into the membrane-line portion of the
constructed riparian/wetland area. Other parts of the constructed
riparian/wetland area would not be membrane lined such that it would dry up
in accordance with seasonal conditions. Supplemental water from the recycled
water supply would be needed during summer months to maintain a minimum
level of water in the membrane-line portion of the constructed riparian/wetland
area for educational demonstration purposes. This water would be supplied
from an existing recycled water main located on Durfee Avenue. A new
connection to the site would be constructed as part of the proposed project.

The remainder of the 11.21-acre lease boundary that is not developed with
structures or associated features (approximately 8.34 acres) would be set aside
for habitat preservation and restoration. All new landscaping that would be
installed would be native vegetation indigenous to the Whittier Narrows area.
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Sustainable “Green” Building Design

The interpretive center would be constructed to meet the highest level of
standards (Platinum level) under the U.S. Green Building Council’s LEED green
building rating system. This system is a voluntary national standard for
developing and rating high-performance, sustainable buildings, often referred
to as “green buildings.” Green buildings are constructed to increase the
efficiency of energy, water, and building materials. They are designed to reduce
the impacts on human health and the environment through better siting,
design, construction, operation, maintenance, and removal, considering the
complete life cycle of building and landscape materials.

From the outset of this project, members of the Authority have set out to create
an innovative new interpretive center that embodies the forward thinking of
their member organizations and would be certified by the U.S. Green Building
Council at the Platinum level. To that end, a project team was engaged to
develop an advanced green building through an integrated design process and
implementation of some of the most current green building approaches being
utilized in the U.S. and abroad. This includes the site and landscape design,
the building form and massing, the building envelope design, the proposed
passive and active mechanical systems, water systems, and renewable energy
systems. Green site design includes semi-permeable parking lot material to
allow filtration of storm water runoff into the ground. Additional runoff that
cannot percolate into the ground would be channeled through the bioswales
and an underground piping system to supply the membrane-lined portion of
the constructed riparian/wetland area. Vegetated medians and planters in the
parking lot would separate different sections to function as bioswales for storm
water runoff and as visual buffers between the parking lot and the adjacent
Natural Area.

Approximately 8.34 acres would be set aside for habitat preservation and
restoration. All new landscaping that would be installed would be native
vegetation indigenous to the Whittier Narrows area.

Together, these strategies would result in low-energy, durable building that
would demonstrate an integrated approach to design, construction and long
term operations of the building and the site.

Project Operation

The interpretive center would be open to the public from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00
p.m., 7 days per week. The meeting room would be available for reservations
and/or rentals from 8:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m., 7 days per week subject to
availability. = For groups focused on cultural and natural resources and
watershed conservation wanting to meet outside of operating hours, only an
operational fee would be charged for that time. These groups would be allowed
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use of the facility for meetings that provide programs open to the public. The
remainder of the lease boundary and adjacent Natural Area would be open
during daylight hours only, except for special programs such as stargazing and
moonlight hikes. The grounds and parking lot would be open from dawn to
dusk, with a gate at the driveway to prevent access from dusk to dawn, and
until 10:30 p.m. if a nighttime event is planned.

The interpretive center would host a range of educational and recreational
activities and would be utilized by several public agencies to deliver the
message of cultural and natural resources and watershed conservation. A
conceptual list of educational and interpretive programs is provided in the
Final EIR, Section 2.0, Table 2-4.

ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENTATION

EDAW, the Authority’s environmental consultant, will provide an overview of
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) process compliance by the
Authority for this project. (Exhibit D, PowerPoint presentation)

Notice of Preparation

In accordance with Sections 15063 and 15082 of the CEQA Guidelines, a
Notice of Preparation (NOP) and Initial Study were prepared and distributed to
the California Office of Planning and Research (State Clearinghouse),
responsible agencies, affected agencies, and other interested parties on August
31, 2006. The NOP was posted in the Los Angeles County Clerk’s office for 30
days. The NOP was also submitted to the State Clearinghouse to officially
solicit participation in determining the scope of the EIR. In response to the
NOP, seven written comment letters were received from various agencies,
organizations, and individuals.

A public scoping meeting was held on September 27, 2006 at South El Monte
High School. Approximately 10 citizens attended the meeting, and 6 people
spoke at the meeting to express their concerns regarding the potential
environmental effects of the proposed project.

Notice of Availability and Draft Environmental Impact Report and Public
Comment

In accordance with the State CEQA Guidelines, the Authority encouraged the
public to participate in the environmental analysis process for the project. The
Draft EIR and Notice of Availability were sent to the State Clearinghouse;
distributed to various Federal, State, regional, and local government agencies;
and circulated to the public for a 60-day review period that began on June 2,
2009 and concluded on July 31, 2009. The Notice of Availability advertised
two public meetings for interested parties to receive information about the
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project and the CEQA process. The public meetings provided an opportunity
for the public to submit comments and facilitated early consultation with
interested parties. All comments related to environmental issues expressed
during public review and meetings were considered in the preparation of the
environmental document.

Final Environmental Impact Report

The Final Environmental Impact Report provides written responses to
comments submitted during public review of the Draft Environmental Impact
Report and incorporated clarifications and revisions to the Draft Environmental
Impact Report. It is now being presented to your Board for review,
consideration, and certification in compliance with the State CEQA Guidelines.
Documents of the Final EIR are included in Exhibit A.

Evaluation of Alternatives

The EIR discussed a reasonable range of alternatives to the proposed project,
including the No Project Alternative, a 14,000 SF Alternative, a 10,000 SF
Alternative, and a 2,800 SF Alternative.

Findings of Fact and Statement of Overriding Consideration

Staff has prepared draft Findings of Fact regarding significant impacts of the
project, in compliance with CEQA Guidelines Section 15091. An explanation of
the rationale for each finding is provided in Sections 4, 5, 6 and 7 of the
Findings of Fact and Statement of Overriding Consideration, included in
Exhibit B.

The project will have a significant and unavoidable contribution to global
climate change due to the increase in carbon dioxide equivalent (COgze)
emissions over existing conditions. Even with implementation of project design
features and all feasible mitigation, this impact would remain significant and
unavoidable. A lead agency may approve a project with unavoidable adverse
environmental effects when it finds that specific economic legal, social,
technological, or other benefits of the project outweigh those effects. Section
15093 requires the lead agency to document and substantiate any such
determination in a “statement of overriding considerations” as a part of the
record. The Authority’s Statement of Overriding Considerations is presented in
Chapter 8 of the Findings of Fact. (Exhibit B.)

Mitigation Measures and Monitoring Program

The Environmental Impact Report identifies mitigation measures that will be
incorporated into the project to avoid or mitigate significant impacts to the
environment. The Mitigation Monitoring Program has been designed to ensure
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compliance during project implementation and operation with mitigation
measures defined in the Environmental Impact Report. The Authority or other
designated party(s) shall be responsible to carry out the program by imposing
the requirements of the mitigation measures. The Mitigation Monitoring and
Reporting Program is included as part of the Findings of Fact and Statement of
Overriding Consideration, included in Exhibit B.

LEASE/SUBLEASE:

Submitted for adoption are the lease and sublease agreements (Exhibit C)
agreed upon by County Executive’s Office (CEO), Real Estate Division, County
Counsel and ADM consulting, as an authorized representative of the
Authority, and under the direction of Discovery Center staff. The Authority
Board is adopting these items as part of their discretionary actions
accompanying the environmental document. Details of agreements are laid
out in the Ground Lease/Sublease and Agreement for Development and
Construction of the San Gabriel River Discovery Center, Whittier Narrows
Regional Recreation Area, and Whittier Narrows.

Discussions between Discovery Center representatives, Contracts Division and
the Regional Facilities Agency at LACDPR are at the final stages regarding the
operations agreement. The Authority Board will adopt the operations
agreement at later date.

REMAINING STEPS:

Remaining steps in the environmental process include completion of the review
process for the federal environmental document, the Final Environmental
Assessment, (EA) by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. The Final EIR will be
used by the Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors for its consideration of
the lease and sublease.
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Exhibit A

Final Environmental Impact Report, dated January 2010
(State Clearinghouse No. 2006081154)
includes the following:

e 1.0 Introduction

e 2.0 Clarifications and Modifications
e 3.0 Responses to Comments

COPIES OF THIS DOCUMENT PROVIDED SEPARATELY DUE TO VOLUME
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Exhibit B

Findings of Fact and Statement of Overriding Considerations,
dated January 2010
includes the following:

Findings on Mitigation, Monitoring and Reporting Program

COPIES OF THIS DOCUMENT PROVIDED SEPARATELY DUE TO
VOLUME
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Exhibit C

Draft Lease and Sublease

COPIES OF THIS DOCUMENT PROVIDED SEPARATELY DUE TO VOLUME
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Exhibit D

Overview of California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA),
PowerPoint Presentation (EDAW)

COPIES OF THIS DOCUMENT PROVIDED SEPARATELY DUE TO VOLUME
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January 20, 2010 Agenda Item 5.D.
Exhibit B
Exceptions or Qualifications to the Payment of Demands
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January 20, 2010 Agenda Item 5.D.
RESOLUTION 2010-03

RESOLUTION OF THE SAN GABRIEL RIVER DISCOVERY
CENTER AUTHORITY TO APPROVE A PAYMENT OF DEMANDS
TO AUTHORITY ACCOUNT

WHEREAS, the San Gabriel River Discovery Center Authority (“Authority”) is a
joint exercise of powers authority organized pursuant to Title 1, Division 7,
Chapter 5, Article 1 (§6500 et seq.) of the California Government Code; and

WHEREAS, the Authority is in receipt of monetary demands to its accounts for
services, materials and/or supplies provided to the Authority; and

WHEREAS, a schedule of monetary demands is attached and incorporated
hereto as Exhibit “A”; and

WHEREAS, the attached schedule further states the various funds/accounts
from which each demand is to be paid; and

WHEREAS, the Authority’s governing board of directors (the “Board”) is
authorized to approve the payment of demands on Authority accounts; now

THEREFORE, THE GOVERNING BOARD OF THE SAN GABRIEL RIVER
DISCOVERY CENTER AUTHORITY DOES RESOLVE, DECLARE, DETERMINE
AND ORDER AS FOLLOWS:

1. Subject to any exceptions or qualifications expressly approved by a
majority of the Board as stated on the record of the proceedings in
which this resolution is approved, the Treasurer, Executive Officer or
their respective designees are hereby authorized to pay those demands
set forth in Exhibit “A”. Funds used to pay for such demands shall
be drawn from those accounts and/or funds stated in Exhibit “A”
provided such payments do not exceed those sums expressly budgeted
for such purposes or any other constraints established by written
agreement or resolution previously approved by the Board.

2. The approval of any exceptions or qualifications to the payment of
demands shall not prevent the payment of those demands unaffected
by such exceptions or qualifications. The Executive Officer or designee
shall attach that portion of the minutes setting forth such exceptions or
qualifications to this resolution and the directive(s) of the Board as
stated in those minutes shall be incorporated into this resolution as
Exhibit “B”. If no exceptions or qualifications are approved, the
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absence of such exceptions or qualifications shall be so stated under
Exhibit “B.”

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the Authority;

1. FINDS that this action is consistent with the purposes and objectives of
the Authority.

2. ADOPTS request from Staff to open a credit Xerox Direct for printer
supplies in an amount not to exceed $1,450.00 for each purchase.

3. ADOPTS the staff report dated January 20, 2010.
~ End of Resolution ~

Passed and Adopted by the Board of the SAN GABRIEL RIVER DISCOVERY
CENTER AUTHORITY on January 20, 2010.

Russ Guiney, President
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San Gabriel River Discovery Center Authority

Date: January 20, 2010
To: Governing Board Members
From: Belinda Faustinos, Executive Officer

Subject: Item S.E. Budget and Expenditure Reports

Recommendation: Receive and file Budget and Expenditure Reports

Background & Discussion: The attached budget and expenditure report is
comprised of six sections: Revenue; Total Expenditures, Capital Expenditures
Subtotal, Project Planning & Design Subtotal, Grant Reimbursable Administrative
Expenses Subtotal and Non Eligible Grant Expenses Subtotal. A summary of the
report structure is as follows:

Revenue (p.42): The budget for the 2009-10 fiscal year is $2,406,246. This
report summarizes the committed revenue for this project. The revenue page
shows all funding sources including capital, project planning & design and
administrative funds.

Total Expenditures & Encumbrances (p.43): As reflected in the report the total
expenditures to date and encumbrances for capital outlay, project planning and
design, reimbursable and non reimbursable administrative expenses are reflected
in this report. Including the current month expenses, a total of $140,569.35 as
been expended for the project. These expenses are consistent with our projected
expenditure patterns.

Capital Report Sub Total (p.44): These expenses are categorized as capital
outlay since they are directly related to the construction of the Discovery Center.
Nothing has been expended in this budget category.

Project Planning & Design Sub Total (p.45): A portion of administrative
assistant, consultants for the project and legal service time is tracked to this
section of the budget but primarily the expenses in this section of the budget are
for architectural and environmental services. A total of $113,878.82 has been
expended in this budget category.
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Grant Reimbursable General Admin Report Sub Total (p. 46): This report
includes expenses for items that are eligible for reimbursement from the Rivers
and Mountains Conservancy grant and include such items as a maximum 10%
for overhead items such as office supplies and general personnel expenses for
administrative purposes, The total of $9,301.56 has been expended in this budget
category.

Non Reimbursable General Admin Report Sub Total: (p. 47): These are general
expense items not eligible for grant reimbursements such as personnel expenses
directly related to fundraising, public relations, food, etc. A total of $17,388.97
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SAN GABRIEL RIVER DISCOVERY CENTER AUTHORITY
Budget and Expenditure Report
FY 2009/2010

Date of Report: 13-Jan-10 REPORT

Budget Reserve

Carry Over Revenue 2009-2010 Central Basin MWD
Rivers and Mountains Conservancy Grant $2,346,246 Sanitation Districts
Central Basin Municipal Water District $30,000

Upper San Gabriel Valley Municipal Water District $30,000

Other

Total $2,406,246

$50,000
$2,200,000

$2,250,000

42



SAN GABRIEL RIVER DISCOVERY CENTER AUTHORITY

Budget

FY 2009/2010 Total Expenditures

Date of Report: 13-Jan-10
Expenditures Current Balance Including

ltem FY 09/10 Budget | through 12/31/09 Expenditures Encumbrances Encumbrances
Personnel

Chief Executive Officer $ - $ - $ - $ -
Administrative Assistant $ 36,000.00 | $ (12,494.43)| $ - $ - $ 23,505.57
ADP Services $ 6,000.00 | $ (1,481.84)| $ - $ - $ 4,518.16
Travel $ 2,000.00 | $ (22.92)] $ (58.13)] $ - |s 1,918.95
Personnel Subtotal $ 44,000.00 | $ (13,999.19)| $ (58.13)| $ = $ 29,942.68
General Expense

Misc. Office Expenses $ 4,000.00 | $ (773.55)| $ (352.39)| $ - $ 2,874.06
Subscriptions/Memberships $ 4,500.00 | $ - $ (1,000.00)| $ - $ 3,500.00
Printer Supplies $ 3,000.00 | $ - $ - $ - $ 3,000.00
Office Copier $ - $ - $ - $ - $ -
Office Lease $ 5,000.00 | $ - $ (2,740.00)| $ - $ 2,260.00
Postage $ 2,500.00 | $ (6.49)| $ - |3 - Is 2,493.51
Accounting Software $ - $ - $ - $ - $ -
Accounting Training $ - $ - $ - $ $ -
General Expense Subtotal $ 19,000.00 | $ (780.04)| $ (4,092.39)| $ - $ 14,127.57
Communications
Web/E-Mail Server $ 1,000.00 | $ - $ - $ - $ 1,000.00
Communications Subtotal $ 1,000.00 | $ - $ - $ - $ 1,000.00
Fundraising/Outreach

Fundraising Consult. $ 5,000.00 | $ - $ - $ - $ 5,000.00
Outreach Consult. Phase Il $ - $ - $ - $ - $ -
Strategic Project Implementation $ - $ - $ - $ - $ -
Media Services $ - $ - $ - $ - $ -
Educational Program Development $ 5,000.00 | $ (697.66)| $ $ - $ 4,302.34
Branding, Graphics, Printing $ - $ - $ $ $ -
Fundraising/Outreach Subtotal $ 10,000.00 | $ (697.66)| $ = $ = $ 9,302.34
Consultants/Professional Services

A/E Support-Environmental (Hacker) $ 9,500.00 | $ (3,025.00)| $ - $ - $ 6,475.00
Design and Documentation Fees $ 570,839.00 | $ - $ - $ - $ 570,839.00
A/E Complete Phase | $ 20,929.00 | $ - $ - $ - $ 20,929.00
Geotech/HazMat $ 27,000.00 | $ - $ - $ - $ 27,000.00
Permit/Filing FEIR $ 8,000.00 | $ (2,533.48)| $ - $ - $ 5,466.52
Strategic Project Implementation $ 10,000.00 | $ (3,000.00)| $ (1,000.00)| $ B $ 6,000.00
Legal-Admin $ 15,000.00 | $ (550.00)| $ - |3 - [ 14,450.00
Legal-CEQA (Sohagi) $ 101,900.00 | $ (24,619.75)| $ (40,896.41)| $ - s 36,383.84
Environmental Consultant (EDAW) $ 68,130.00 | $ (15,833.12)| $ (19,872.04)| $ - $ 32,424.84
Audit $ 8,000.00 | $ - $ - $ - $ 8,000.00
Insurance Bond $ 11,000.00 | $ (9,612.14)| $ - $ - $ 1,387.86
Consultants Subtotal $ 850,298.00 | $ (59,173.49)| $ (61,768.45)| $ = $ 729,356.06
Capital Outlay Subtotal (Project Implementation) | $ 1,481,948.00 | $ = $ = $ = $ 1,458,712.12
Total $ 2,406,246.00 | $ (74,650.38)| $ (65,918.97)| $ = $ 2,242,440.77
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Date of Report:

SAN GABRIEL RIVER DISCOVERY CENTER AUTHORITY

13-Jan-10

Budget
FY 2009/2010

Capital Outlay Report

Item

FY 09/10 Budget

Expenditures
through 12/31/09

Current
Expenditures

Encumbrances

Balance

Personnel

Chief Executive Officer

Administrative Assistant

ADP Setrvices

Travel

Personnel Subtotal

&Sa|a |||
'

0| || |0

S|s|o ||
'

0| || |0

S|a |||

General Expense

Misc. Office Expenses

Subscriptions/Memberships

Printer Supplies

Office Copier

Office Lease

Postage

Accounting Software

Accounting Training

General Expense Subtotal

B |r BB |e | |||
'

Rl Rocl Rl Roch R Rocm R Rocl R

B |B BB |e |||
'

||| ||| |e|en

* BB B |e || ||

Communications

Web/E-Mail Server

Communications Subtotal

@ |

@ |

Fundraising/Outreach

Fundraising Consult.

Outreach Consult. Phase I

Strategic Project Implementation

Media Services

Educational Program Development

Branding, Graphics, Printing

Fundraising/Outreach Subtotal

2l Rl 2 R Rl R R
'

o |n |0 | |o ||

Rl Rl Rl R Rl R R
'

| B |0 | |||

Rl Rl R Rl Rl R R

Consultants/Professional Services

A/E Support-Environmental (Hacker)

Design and Documentation Fees

A/E Complete Phase |

Geotech/HazMat

Permit/Filing FEIR

Strategic Project Implementation

Legal-Admin

Legal-CEQA (Sohagi)

Environmental Consultant (EDAW)

Audit

Insurance Bond

Consultants/Professional Subtotal

BB |B BB |R|B|a | |||
'

| R |0 e |o ||| || |e|e

BB |B BB |R B |a | |||
'

| B |0 e e || |e || |e|e

BB |B BB |R|B|e | |||

Capital Outlay Subtotal (Project Implementation)

$ 1,481,948.00

©+

Subtotal Approved Line Iltems

$ 1,481,948.00
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SAN GABRIEL RIVER DISCOVERY CENTER AUTHORITY
Budget and Expenditure Report
FY 2009/2010

Date of Report: 13-Jan-10 Project Planning & Design Report
PP&D Expenditures Current

Item FY 09/10 Budget through 12/31/09 Expenditures Encumbrances Balance
Personnel

Chief Executive Officer 3$ - 3$ - 3$ - $ - $ -
Administrative Assistant - 22% of Total $ 8,000.00 | $ (2,748.76)| $ - $ - $ 5,251.24
ADP Services $ - $ - $ - 3$ - 3$ -
Travel-25% of Total $ 500.00 | $ (5.73)| $ (14.53)] $ - s 479.74
Personnel Subtotal $ 8,500.00 | $ (2,754.49)| $ (14.53)| $ - $ 5,730.98
General Expense

Misc. Office Expenses $ - $ - $ - $ - $ -
Subscriptions/Memberships $ - $ - $ - $ - $ -
Printer Supplies $ - $ - $ - $ - $ -
Office Copier $ - $ - $ - $ - $ -
Office Lease $ - $ - $ - $ - $ -
Postage $ - $ - $ - $ - $ -
Accounting Software $ - $ - $ - $ - $ -
Accounting Training $ - $ - $ - $ - $ -
General Expense Subtotal $ - $ - $ = $ = $ =
Communications $ -
Web/E-Mail Server $ - $ - $ - $ - $ -
Communications Subtotal $ - $ - $ = $ = $ =
Fundraising/Outreach

Fundraising Consult. $ - $ - $ - 3$ - $ -
Outreach Consult. Phase Il $ - $ - $ - 3$ - $ -
Strategic Project Implementation $ - $ - $ - 3$ - $ -
Media Services $ - $ - $ - 3$ - $ -
Educational Program Development $ - $ - $ - 3$ - $ -
Branding, Graphics, Printing $ - $ - $ - 3$ - $ -
Fundraising/Outreach Subtotal $ - $ - $ = $ = $ =
Consultants/Professional Services

AJ/E Support-Environmental (THA) $ 9,500.00 | $ (3,025.00)| $ - $ - $ 6,475.00
Design and Documentation Fees $ 570,839.00 | $ - $ - $ - $ 570,839.00
A/E Complete Phase | $ 20,929.00 | $ - $ - $ - $ 20,929.00
Geotech/HazMat $ 27,000.00 | $ - $ - $ - $ 27,000.00
Permit/Filing FEIR $ 8,000.00 | $ (2,533.48) $ - $ - $ 5,466.52
Strategic Project Implementation $ 10,000.00 | $ (3,000.00)| $ (1,000.00)| $ - $ 6,000.00
Legal-Admin - 60% of total $ 9,000.00 | $ (330.00)| $ - $ - $ 8,670.00
Legal-CEQA (Sohagi) $ 101,900.00 | $ (24,619.75)| $ (40,896.41)| $ - |3 36,383.84
Environmental Consultant (EDAW) $ 68,130.00 | $ (15,833.12)| $ (19,872.04) $ - $ 32,424.84
Audit $ - $ - $ - $ - $ -
Insurance Bond $ - $ - $ - 3$ - $ -
Consultants/Professional Subtotal $ 825,298.00 | $ (49,341.35) $ (61,768.45)| $ - $ 714,188.20
Subtotal Approved Line Items $ 833,798.00 | $ (52,095.84)( $ (61,782.98)( $ - $ 719,919.18
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Date of Report:

SAN GABRIEL RIVER DISCOVERY CENTER AUTHORITY

13-Jan-10

Budget
FY 2009/2010

General Admin Grant Reimbursable Report

Item

FY 09/10 Budget

Expenditures
through 12/31/09

Current
Expenditures

Encumbrances

Balance

Personnel

Chief Executive Officer

Administrative Assistant - 25% of Total

9,000.00

(3,123.60)

5,876.40

ADP Services-75% of Total

4,500.00

(1,111.35)

3,388.65

Travel-50% of Total

1,000.00

(11.46)

(29.07)

959.47

Personnel Subtotal

@ |o|r ||

14,500.00

@ |o|e ||

(4,246.41)

(29.07)

@ |o|r ||
'

@ |o|r ||

10,224.52

General Expense

Misc. Office Expenses

Subscriptions/Memberships

Printer Supplies

Office Copier

Office Lease

Postage

Accounting Software

Accounting Training

General Expense Subtotal

oo |n || |n|e|e
'

r|o|a|n || |e|e|e
'

oo |n|e|e |||

H | |a|n || |e|e|e
'

Hr|o|a|n || |e|e|e

Communications

Web/E-Mail Server

©

500.00

©

©

©

500.00

Communications Subtotal

©»

500.00

©®»

©»

@

500.00

Fundraising/Outreach

Fundraising Consult.

Outreach Consult. Phase Il

Strategic Project Implementation

Media Services

Educational Program Development

Branding, Graphics, Printing

Fundraising/Outreach Subtotal

@ |o|r || |n|e
'

@O |p || |n|e
'

o |p || |n|e

R Rl R K2 Koz 2 R
'

R Rl R K23 Koz 2 R

Consultants/Professional Services

A/E Support-Environmental (THA)

Design and Documentation Fees

A/E Complete Phase |

Geotech/HazMat

Permit/Filing FEIR

Strategic Project Implementation

Legal-Admin - 40% of total

6,000.00

(220.00)

5,780.00

Legal-CEQA (Sohagi)

Environmental Consultant (EDAW)

Audit-50% of Total

4,000.00

4,000.00

Insurance Bond-50% of Total

5,500.00

(4,806.08)

693.92

Consultants/Professional Subtotal

o |r | |o B || |e |||

15,500.00

| o|p | |0 |a R0 |e |||

(5,026.08)

| o|p | |0 |B |0 |e |||

| o|p e |0 |a || |e |||

| o|r e |0 |B|R|B e |||

10,473.92

Subtotal Approved Line Items

©

30,500.00

©

(9,272.49)

$

(29.07)

©

©

21,198.44
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SAN GABRIEL RIVER DISCOVERY CENTER AUTHORITY

Budget
FY 2009/2010
Date of Report: 13-Jan-10 General Admin Non-Reimbursable Report
Non-Reimb Expenditures Current
ltem FY 09/10 Budget through 12/31/09 Expenditures Encumbrances Balance
Personnel
Chief Executive Officer $ - $ - $ - $ - $ -
Administrative Assistant-53% of Total $ 19,000.00 | $ (6,622.07)[ $ - $ - $ 12,377.93
ADP Services-25% of Total $ 1,500.00 | $ (370.49)[ $ - $ - $ 1,129.51
Travel-25% of Total $ 500.00 | $ (5.73)| $ (14.53)| $ - |3 479.74
Personnel Subtotal $ 21,000.00 | $ (6,998.29)| $ (14.53)| $ = $ 13,987.18
General Expense
Misc. Office Expenses $ 4,000.00 | $ (773.55)[ $ (352.39)[ $ - $ 2,874.06
Subscriptions/Memberships $ 4,500.00 | $ - $ (1,000.00) $ - $ 3,500.00
Printer Supplies $ 3,000.00 | $ - $ - $ - $ 3,000.00
Office Copier $ - $ - $ - $ - $ -
Office Lease $ 5,000.00 | $ - $ (2,740.00)| $ - $ -
Postage $ 2,500.00 | $ (6.49)] $ - |3 - |3 2,493.51
Accounting Software $ - $ - $ - $ - $ -
Accounting Training $ - $ - $ - $ - $ -
General Expense Subtotal $ 19,000.00 | $ (780.04)[ $ (4,092.39)| $ - $ 11,867.57
Communications
Web/E-Mail Server-50% of Total $ 500.00 | $ - $ - $ - $ 500.00
Communications Subtotal $ 500.00 | $ s $ s $ = $ 500.00
Fundraising/Outreach
Fundraising Consult. $ 5,000.00 | $ - $ - $ - $ 5,000.00
Outreach Consult. Phase || $ - $ - $ - $ - $ -
Strategic Project Implementation $ - $ - $ - $ - $ -
Media Services $ - $ - $ - $ - $ -
Educational Program Development $ 5,000.00 | $ (697.66)| $ - $ - $ 4,302.34
Branding, Graphics, Printing $ - $ - $ - $ - $ -
Fundraising/Outreach Subtotal $ 10,000.00 | $ (697.66)| $ - $ - $ 9,302.34
Consultants/Professional Services
AJE Support-Environmental (THA) $ - $ - $ - $ - $ -
Design and Documentation Fees $ - $ - $ - $ - $ -
A/E Complete Phase | $ - $ - $ - $ - $ -
Geotech/HazMat $ - $ - $ - $ - $ -
Permit/Filing FEIR $ - $ - $ - $ - $ -
Strategic Project Implementation $ - $ - $ - $ - $ -
Legal-Admin $ - $ - $ - $ - $ -
Legal-CEQA (Sohagi) $ - $ - $ - $ - $ -
Environmental Consultant (EDAW) $ - $ - $ - $ - $ -
Audit-50% of Total $ 4,000.00 | $ - $ - $ - $ 4,000.00
Insurance Bond-50% of Total $ 5,500.00 | $ (4,806.06)[ $ - $ - $ 693.94
Consultants /Professional Subtotal $ 9,500.00 | $ (4,806.06)| $ - $ - $ 4,693.94
Subtotal Approved Line Items $ 60,000.00 | $ (13,282.05)| $ (4,106.92)| $ - $ 40,351.03
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