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Memorandum

Date: January 23, 2008

To: Significant Ecological Area Technical Advisory Committee

From: Melissa Hatcher, Project Manager

Subject: Response to SEATAC Questions January 14, 2008

Distribution: Joan Rupert, Los Angeles County Department of Parks and Recreation

Valorie Shatynski, San Gabriel River Discovery Center Authority

During the SEATAC meeting on January 14, 2008, EDAW was asked the following two questions:

Question 1. Confirm that Box Elder is a native to Los Angeles County and the San Gabriel region, as
stated in the conceptual restoration plan.

Question 2. What is the potential impact of the proposed project to pond turtles?
EDAW'’s response to these questions is provided below for your use.

Response 1. According to background research conducted in the area and conversations with Mickey
Long, County of Los Angeles Department of Parks and Recreation, box elder (Acer negundo)
previously occurred along the San Gabriel River lowlands. It was generally extirpated, although it can
still be found along West Fork of the the upper San Gabriel (personal observation by Mickey Long.).
Due to its previous existence in the project area, it is considered a good candidate for restoration in
low numbers.

Response 2. Native pond turtles are known to have occurred in the Whittier Narrows Natural Area
along the San Gabriel River. Sightings of juveniles were occasionally observed by County of Los
Angeles Department of Parks and Recreation staff in the 1970s. The last confirmed sighting was
approximately the early 1980s (personal communication with Mickey Long). The County participated
in a pond turtle recovery program with the California Department of Fish and Game in 1976.
Approximately 10 pond turtles were introduced to the Whittier Narrows mitigation lakes. According to
Mickey Long, the pond turtles survived for several years. The reintroduced population slowly declined
because there was no reproduction among the reintroduced pond turtles. According to Mickey Long,
introduced red-eared sliders, painted turtles, and softshell turtles are currently known to occur within
the Whittier Narrows Natural Area (personal communication with Mickey Long.

Based on these accounts of the pond turtle, EDAW concludes that this species is not expected to
occur at project site unless the species is reintroduced, as reflected in the Revised Biota
Report/Biological Assessment.








