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MEMORANDUM

Date : January 16, 2008 Sent By : Miguel Hidalgo

Re

: Valorie Shatynski, Project
Analyst

: Rivers and Mountains
Conservancy .
EI Encanto" 100 N. Old San
Gabriel Canyon Road
Azusa, CA 91702

. San Gabriel River Discovery Center: Two-story and Sub-grade design options

Project: SGRDCAttn.

Company Job No. : 0422

cc : Kacey Jurgens

Via : iii E-Mail 0 Fax Other:0

Remarks:

A two-story facility option for the proposed San Gabriel River Discovery Center was investigated
during the design process. It was found that the addition of a second story did not half the
project footprint, placed pressure on the project budget, and reduced the overall efficiency of the
facility. These findings were due to increased exit requirements for a second story to allow for
safe egress of the building's occupants. Two exit stairways, for emergency egress, and an
elevator and mechanical room, to comply with ADA barrier free requirements, would be needed.
(While a ramp is a non-mechanical alternative to an elevator, a ramp to exit a second story
would be substantial at approximately 175 feet in length).

A second challenge for a two-story facility is the physical separation of most of the staff from the
day-to-day operation of the Discovery Center. The segregation of the building into "visitors" and
"administration" floors, dictated by their relative program sizes, was thought to create substantial
management difficulties and run counter to the desire for increased staff involvement in the
Discovery Center's activities.

Creating a sub-grade level for the facility was also explored by the design team. This strategy
was not considered viable due to the project's adjacency and overlap with the USACE taking
line for the Whittier Narrows dam. As described in the Schematic Design Report, the USACE
uses portions of the WNNA as a flood control reservoir. While it is possible to build a sub-grade
level adjacent to and overlapping the taking line, the risk of flooding to the occupants and
structure was deemed too great to make this a viable option. Obtaining insurance for a sub-
grade facility in such a location was also seen as cost prohibitive.

From an energy use perspective, the proposed Discovery Center's rammed earth walls would
provide the same benefits of thermal mass and thermal lag as sub-grade construction without
the costs of excavation and risk of flooding. Rammed earth walls would also provide their
benefits for the entire building, not just the basement level.
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Memorandum

Date:

To:

January 23, 2008

Significant EcologicalArea Technical Advisory Committee

Melissa Hatcher, Project Manager

Response to SEATAC Questions January 14, 2008

From:

Subject:

Distribution: Joan Rupert, Los Angeles County Department of Parks and Recreation
Valorie Shatynski, San Gabriel River Discovery Center Authority

During the SEATAC meeting on January 14, 2008, EDAW was asked the following two questions:

Question 1. Confirm that Box Elder is a native to Los Angeles County and the San Gabriel region, as
stated in the conceptual restoration plan.

Question 2. What is the potential impact of the proposed project to pond turtles?

EDAW's response to these questions is provided below for your use.

Response 1. According to background research conducted in the area and conversations with Mickey
Long, County of Los Angeles Department of Parks and Recreation, box elder (Acer negundo)
previously occurred along the San Gabriel River lowlands. It was generally extirpated, although it can
still be found along West Fork of the the upper San Gabriel (personal observation by Mickey Long.).
Due to its previous existence in the project area, it is considered a good candidate for restoration in
low numbers.

Response 2. Native pond turtles are known to have occurred in the Whittier Narrows Natural Area
along the San Gabriel River. Sightings of juveniles were occasionally observed by County of Los
Angeles Department of Parks and Recreation staff in the 1970s. The last confirmed sighting was
approximately the early 1980s (personal communication with Mickey Long). The County participated
in a pond turtle recovery program with the California Department of Fish and Game in 1976.
Approximately 10 pond turtles were introduced to the Whittier Narrows mitigation lakes. According to
Mickey Long, the pond turtles survived for several years. The reintroduced population slowly declined
because there was no reproduction among the reintroduced pond turtles. According to Mickey Long,
introduced red-eared sliders, painted turtles, and softshell turtles are currently known to occur within
the Whittier Narrows Natural Area (personal communication with Mickey Long.
Based on these accounts of the pond turtle, EDAW concludes that this species is not expected to
occur at project site unless the species is reintroduced, as reflected in the Revised Biota
Report/Biological Assessment.



 




