
State of California — The Resources Agency Primary #       
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI #       
BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD *NRHP Status Code  

Page 2  of  3 *Resource Name or #:  Whittier Narrows Nature Center Police Maintenance Garage and Shed 
(WNNC-4) 

B1. Historic Name: n/a 
B2. Common Name: Whittier Narrows Nature Center Police Maintenance Garage and Shed 
B3. Original Use: Garage B4.  Present Use:  Garage 

*B5. Architectural Style:  
Vernacular 

*B6. Construction History: (Construction date, alterations, and date of alterations) 
Constructed ca. 1957 

*B7. Moved? No Yes Unknown Date:  Original Location:  
*B8. Related Features: 

Shed 
B9a. Architect: Unknown B9b.  Builder: Unknown 

*B10. Significance: Theme Architecture Area  
 Period of Significance n/a Property Type Garage Applicable Criteria n/a 
 (Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period and geographic scope. Also address integrity.) 

The NAS leased 326 acres of the San Gabriel River floodplain from the Cate Ditch Company and Frank F. 
Pellissier and Sons in 1939, and later purchased seven acres of the property fronting Durfee Avenue in 1943.  The 
Sanctuary planned to use the seven acre parcel as their headquarters; however, the project was delayed by the 
United States involvement in World War II (Gould 1956).  (See continuation sheet). 
 
 

B11. Additional Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)  
 

*B12. References: 
Gould, 1956 
Los Angeles District Army Corp of 
Engineers 
 
 B13. Remarks: 
 
     
*B14. Evaluator: 
Tomes, A. 
 
*Date of Evaluation:  
2/07 

DPR 523B*(1/95) *Required information 



 
State of California C The Resources Agency Primary #     
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI #     

CONTINUATION SHEET  Trinomial     

Page 3   of  3 *Resource Name or #  Whittier Narrows Nature Center Police Maintenance Garage 
and Shed (WNNC-4) 
 

*Recorded by: Tomes, A. *Date: 7/28/2006  Continuation  Update 

Affiliation:  EDAW, 2022 J Street, Sacramento, CA  
  
 
P3a: Description (continued): 
 
The overhang is supported by four simple square posts.  A large metal entry door is located on the southern façade.  
Two ventilation ports are located on the eastern and western elevations.  The mural painted on this building’s northern 
façade is purported to have been a Boyscouts project.  This building sits upon a concrete foundation. 
 
B10: Evaluation (continued) 
   
In 1951, the federal government purchased the remainder of the property, however, the NAS was allowed to lease the 
land, and continued to develop the property as a wildlife sanctuary.  In 1955, the NAS purchased the parcel 
encompassing the current project area, and moved their largest building, a former residence, to the area to serve as a 
children’s museum.  An address given by NAS President, John H. Baker, in 1955 stated: 
 

“…in 1955... {we} purchased two properties constituting the higher land where you are now sitting, and 
totaling less than three-quarters of an acre.  Onto this we moved our largest building and altered it to serve as 
a trailside children’s museum.  All of the other structures that you see around you are new….” 

 
The police station garage and shed buildings appear to postdate 1955.  Research did not reveal these buildings to be 
significantly associated with an important historic theme or event (NRHP Criterion A).   The buildings appear to have 
always functioned as a maintenance garage and storage shed for the local police.  These buildings do not appear to 
have significantly contributed to NAS’ mission.  Research did not indicate that the buildings are associated with an 
individual considered important in local history (Criterion B).  These buildings do not embody distinctive 
architectural characteristics, nor do they represent the work of a master (Criterion C).  These types of buildings are 
well represented regionally, and on a statewide level, and therefore do not appear likely to yield important primary 
information on historic construction techniques or technologies (Criterion D).  These buildings do not appear to meet 
the eligibility criteria for NRHP listing.  These buildings were also evaluated in accordance with Section 15064.5 
(a)(1)(2)-(3) of the CEQA Guidelines, using the criteria outlined in Section 5024.1 of the California Public Resources 
Code, and determined not to be historical resources for the purposes of CEQA. 
                              

 
DPR 523L (1/95) 



State of California — The Resources Agency Primary # 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI # 

Trinomial PRIMARY RECORD NRHP Status Code 
 Other Listings 
 Review Code Reviewer Date  
Page 1   of  3 *Resource Name or #:  WNNC-5 

P1. Other Identifier: Whittier Narrows Nature Center Picnic Shelter 
*P2. Location:   Not for Publication ■Unrestricted *a. County: Los Angeles 

 and (P2b and P2c or P2d. Attach a Location Map as necessary.)  
*b. USGS 7.5’ Quad: 

El Monte 
Date:  
1966, rev. 1994 T 1S  ;  R 11W  ; Unsectioned; San Bernardino B.M. 

c. Address:  1000 N. Durfee Ave. City:  South El Monte Zip:  91733 
d. UTM:  Zone  11 ;403600 mE/ 3766250 mN    
e. Other Locational Data: (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate) 

*P3a. Description: (Describe resource and major elements. Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries) 
This gable-roof structure features a modular block wall on its western elevation.  No other walls are 
present on this shelter.  The roof is supported by three squared posts on the eastern elevation.  This 
structure sits upon a concrete foundation.  
 
 

*P3b. Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes) 
HP29 – Picnic Shelter 

*P4. Resources Present: Building  Structure  Object  Site  District  Element of District  Other (Isolates, etc.) 
 

 
 P5b. Description of Photo: 
          (View, date, accession #) 

J
E
 

*
 
 
 
 

D

        East façade, view west 
7/28/2006 
 
 *P6. Date Constructed/Age and 
         Sources:          ■Historic 
        Prehistoric    Both 
         Ca. 1957 
 *P7. Owner and Address: 
        Los Angeles Department of 
        Parks and Recreation 
 *P8. Recorded by: 
         Tomes, A. 
         EDAW, Inc. 
         2022 J Street 
         Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
 *P9. Date Recorded: 
      7/28/2006   
 
*P10. Survey Type: (Describe) 
         Reconnaissance 
 
*P11. Report Citation: : Strauss, M. and 

. Dietler 2006 Cultural Resources Assessment for the Proposed San Gabriel River Discivery Center at Whittier Narrows. Rpt on file at 
DAW, LA.  

Attachments:          NONE Location Map Sketch Map Continuation Sheet
     Building, Structure/Object Record Archaeological Record District Record Linear Feature Record
     Milling Station Record Rock Art Record Artifact Record Photograph Record
     Other (List):  

PR 523A (1/95) *Required information 



State of California — The Resources Agency Primary #       
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI #       
BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD *NRHP Status Code  

Page 2  of  3 *Resource Name or #:  Whittier Narrows Nature Center Picnic Shelter (WNNC-5) 

B1. Historic Name: n/a 
B2. Common Name: Whittier Narrows Nature Center Picnic Shelter 
B3. Original Use: Kiosk B4.  Present Use:  Kiosk 

*B5. Architectural Style:  
Vernacular 

*B6. Construction History: (Construction date, alterations, and date of alterations) 
Constructed ca. 1957 

*B7. Moved? No Yes Unknown Date:  Original Location:  
*B8. Related Features: 

Picnic tables 
B9a. Architect: Unknown B9b.  Builder: Unknown 

*B10. Significance: Theme Architecture Area Los Angeles 
 Period of Significance n/a Property Type Kiosk Applicable Criteria n/a 
 (Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period and geographic scope. Also address integrity.) 

The NAS leased 326 acres of the San Gabriel River floodplain from the Cate Ditch Company and Frank F. 
Pellissier and Sons in 1939, and later purchased seven acres of the property fronting Durfee Avenue in 1943.  The 
Sanctuary planned to use the seven acre parcel as their headquarters; however, the project was delayed by the 
United States involvement in World War II (Gould 1956).  (See continuation sheet). 
 
 

B11. Additional Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)  
 

*B12. References: 
Gould, 1956 
Los Angeles District Army Corp of Engineers 
 
 B13. Remarks: 
 
     
*B14. Evaluator: 

. Tomes, A. 
 
*Date of Evaluation:  
2/07 

DPR 523B*(1/95) 
 
 Durfee Ave
*Required information 
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CONTINUATION SHEET  Trinomial     

Page 3   of 3 *Resource Name or #  Whittier Narrows Nature Center Picnic Shelter (WNNC-5) 
 

*Recorded by: Tomes, A. *Date: 7/28/2006  Continuation  Update 

Affiliation:  EDAW, 2022 J Street, Sacramento, CA  
  
 
B10: Significance (continued): 
 
In 1951, the federal government purchased the remainder of the property, however, the NAS was allowed to lease the 
land, and continued to develop the property as a wildlife sanctuary.  In 1955, the NAS purchased the parcel 
encompassing the current project area, and moved their largest building, a former residence, to the area to serve as a 
children’s museum.  An address given by NAS President, John H. Baker, in 1955 stated: 
 

“…in 1955... {we} purchased two properties constituting the higher land where you are now sitting, and 
totaling less than three-quarters of an acre.  Onto this we moved our largest building and altered it to serve as 
a trailside children’s museum.  All of the other structures that you see around you are new….” 

 
 
The picnic shelter/kiosk was likely constructed sometime during the mid-twentieth century (late 1950s).  It does not 
appear to be eligible for NRHP listing.  This structure has always functioned as a shelter/kiosk, and does not appear to 
be significantly associated with an important theme or person in history (NRHP Criteria A and B).  Although situated 
on former NAS property, this shelter/kiosk was not shown to have contributed to the society’s mission.  This structure 
does not embody distinctive architectural or engineering characteristics, nor does it appear to be the work of a master 
(Criterion C).  This shelter does not appear likely to yield important primary information (Criterion D).  Further, this 
structure was evaluated under Section 15064.5 (a)(1)(2)-(3) of the CEQA Guidelines, using the criteria outlined in 
Section 5024.1 of the California Public Resources Code, and does not appear to be a historical resource for the 
purposes of CEQA. 
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