










Figure 3.1-19
Proposed KOP 4: Artist’s rendering of the maintenance building

Figure 3.1-18
Existing View from KOP 4
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Figure 3.1-15 shows the view from Key View 2 that would result under the proposed project.  The area 
from which the view is taken would become the western edge of the parking lot with a path leading 
toward the interpretive center.  The foreground is therefore composed of the parking lot hard surfaces 
with a middle ground of landscaping and the interpretive center in the background.  The landscaping 
would be more formal and the interpretive center would become the dominant visual element in the 
background.  The parking lot would be the primary feature viewed in the foreground.  The greater degree 
of compositional harmony and cohesion in the arrangement of these elements creates a view that is more 
vivid and likely to be more memorable for site visitors than the existing, weedy state of the lease 
boundary.  Although the visual setting would change, these changes would not substantially degrade the 
existing character of the lease boundary from this viewpoint. 

Key View 3 depicts the existing view from adjacent to a trail that connects the existing parking lot to Los 
Angeles Rio Hondo Creek (see Figure 3.1-16) looking northwest toward the existing parking lot and the 
WNNC.  The existing view is dominated by a foreground and middle ground of graded dirt trails and 
weeds, with trees in the background.  The trees in the background are located on the southern edge of the 
existing parking lot.  Like Key View 2, this is not particularly memorable, as similar views exist across 
the lease boundary and are dominant in the adjacent Natural Area located outside of the lease boundary.  
The main viewer groups who would see this view would be WNNC staff and visitors.   

Under the proposed project, this view would include new foreground landscaping and a dominant middle 
ground structure (the covered outdoor classroom).  The background views would be of walkways and the 
interpretive center in the distance (see Figure 3.1-17).  The covered outdoor classroom would be 
constructed as a covered structure with walls on 2 sides that would allow views through the structure.  It 
should be noted that although not represented in the rendering, the large trees in the background of the 
existing site photo would be retained and incorporated into the constructed riparian/wetland area located 
directly west and south of the covered outdoor classroom.  The structural and landscape elements 
contribute to an intact view, which demonstrates a high degree of unity between the elements.  Although 
the proposed project would result in a substantial visual change from the existing view, the proposed 
project features would contribute to a unified, more memorable view than currently exists.  Although the 
visual setting would change, these changes would not substantially degrade the existing character of the 
project site from this viewpoint. 

Key View 4 (see Figure 3.1-18) depicts the existing view looking directly east from the eastern edge of 
the lease boundary towards the Robert S. Joe Commemorative Ditch.  This view shows cleared land that 
contains a mix of weeds and bare dirt in the foreground.  The middle ground shows shrubs and a small 
bridge over the Robert S. Joe Commemorative Ditch.  The background consists of trees and institutional 
buildings that are located east of the Natural Area along Durfee Avenue.  This view is seen by staff and 
visitors.  Like Key Views 2 and 3, Key View 4 is a common one representing the existing conditions at 
the lease boundary and does not contain elements which would render it particularly memorable.  The 
degraded state of the natural elements contributes to a low degree of intactness within the view.  While 



3.1 Aesthetics 

Page 3.1-18  San Gabriel River Discovery Center Draft EIR 
June 2009  San Gabriel River Discovery Center Authority 

the natural and created elements are well integrated, the view exhibits a low degree of unity due to the 
lack of pattern or order between the elements.   

Figure 3.1-19 depicts the maintenance building that would be constructed under the proposed project.  
The view would be dominated by the maintenance building, a one-story light-colored building in the 
foreground to middle ground surrounded by landscaping and paving.  New native landscaping would 
comprise the background.  This structure would be out-of-place in an otherwise naturalized setting.  
However, the native landscaping contributes to a greater sense of unity between the elements than exists 
under the current scene and would replace ruderal (weedy) species with native landscaping of the Whittier 
Narrows area.  Therefore, the resultant view is more memorable than the current view, although due to the 
structure’s function, the view is unlikely to be especially memorable to visitors or staff.  Although the 
visual setting would change, these changes would not substantially degrade the existing character of the 
project site from this viewpoint. 

In addition to these views from within the lease boundary, the interpretive center would be visible from 
public vantage points along Durfee Avenue and from South El Monte High School, as well as from the 
adjacent commercial uses located to the west of the site.  As described above, views from passing 
motorists are considered less sensitive due to the speeds at which the motorists would be traveling.  
Although motorists would recognize a change in the visual environment at the lease boundary, these 
views would be fleeting and would not be particularly memorable.  They would mostly see the back of 
the interpretive center and the site landscaping that would be installed between the building and the street 
as a buffer.  Further, some of the existing trees located in the area between the WNNC and the roadway 
would be retained.  Views from the adjacent commercial structure would be minimal because there are no 
windows on the side of the commercial building facing the lease boundary.  In addition, the commercial 
building blocks views of the lease boundary from its parking lot.  Native vegetation would be planted 
along the boundary between the lease boundary and adjacent commercial building.  The commercial 
building employees and their visitors would experience the same type as motorists because they would be 
driving by the site to get to or leave the commercial building. 

Pedestrians traveling along Durfee Avenue and students and visitors at South El Monte High School 
would have the same view of the lease boundary.  Because of its larger size relative to the WNNC, the 
interpretive center would dominate this view under the proposed project.  This represents a noticeable 
change from the existing view that would be evident to viewers located across Durfee Avenue.  The 
interpretive center would appear new and modern with abundant new native landscaping.  However, it 
would not be out of context with the existing site buildings.  The proposed project would look like an 
interpretive center as opposed to looking like a residence or an office building, as under current 
conditions.  The rammed earth walls would disguise the mass and bulk of the building as viewed from 
Durfee Avenue and South El Monte High School.  Landscaping would be installed along the road to 
soften the view of the interpretive center from Durfee Avenue.  As such, under the proposed project, the 
view from across Durfee Avenue would become more unified and thus more memorable.  Although the 
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visual setting would change, these changes would not substantially degrade the existing character of the 
project site or the surrounding area from this viewpoint.   

While the visual setting and quality of the lease boundary would change as a result of the proposed 
project, these changes would not substantially degrade the existing visual character or quality of the 
project site or the surrounding area.  The impact would be less than significant, and no mitigation 
measures are required. 

3.1.4 MITIGATION MEASURES 

No mitigation measures are required. 

3.1.5 SIGNIFICANCE AFTER MITIGATION 

The impacts would be less than significant. 
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