
















3.2-1a
Typical Ground Cover, Western Portion of Project Area

3.2-1b
WNNC Park Police Office, View to the South

3.2-1c
WNNC Main Building, View to the Southeast

3.2-1d
WNNC Restroom Building, View to the South

3.2-1e
WNNC Police Maintenance Garge and Shed, View to Southwest

3.2-1f
WNNC Picnic Shelter, View to West

3.2-1g
Typical Ground Cover, Eastern Portion of Project Area

Figure 3.2-2
Photos of the Site
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County Police Substation (WNNC-1) 

The County Police Substation (WNNC-1) was constructed in 1955-1956 by the National Audubon 
Society as a part of the Audubon Center of Southern California.  Though originally used as a naturalist’s 
residence, it was subsequently used for office space and equipment storage.  The building took on its 
current function as a County of Los Angeles Office of Public Safety, operated by the Los Angeles County 
Sheriff’s Department, sometime after 1970. 

This building is a single-story, wood-frame structure with a gable roof, slightly overhanging eaves, and 
exposed beam ends.  The exterior features clapboard siding on the northern and eastern façades.  The 
southern façade displays clapboard siding with vertically attached battens (a later addition).  The western 
façade features board and batten siding.  Fenestration on this building includes grill-covered aluminum 
sliding windows of varying sizes.  A single entry door with a shed roof supported by brackets is present 
on the eastern facade.  This door is accessed by concrete stairs with a wooden railing.  A single entry 
door, accessed by wooden stairs, is also present on the southern façade.  The entire eastern elevation 
appears to be an addition made to this building.  This portion of the building features a change in the 
angle of the roof, making the overall roof shape into a type of broken variant of the gable.  Also, a 
delineation separating the eastern façade from the rest of the structure is noticeable on the northern 
elevation.  This building sits upon a concrete foundation. 

WNNC (WNNC-2) 

The nucleus of the WNNC/Museum (WNNC-2) was originally a residence located closer to the San 
Gabriel River than it is today (Allen 2006).  This former residence was relocated to its current location 
following the National Audubon Society’s acquisition of the property in 1955, and subsequently 
underwent the alterations and additions. 

The main part of the building is a single-story, wood-frame structure with a gable roof, composition 
shingles, and closed eaves.  The exterior features clapboard siding and a combination of sash and 
aluminum sliding windows covered with iron grills.  A ribbon window is located on the front (south) 
façade.  An inset porch, covered by the principal roof, is also located on the southern façade.  A concrete 
stoop leads to a single-entry door located on the northwest façade.  An addition was made to the eastern 
elevation of this building in 1955-1956, featuring clapboard siding, a gable roof oriented at a right angle 
to the original roof, and iron grills over the windows.  This eastern-most addition serves as a gift shop.  A 
garage addition was made to the western elevation of the WNNC, also in 1955-1956.  This portion 
features a side gable roof, clapboard siding, and a wooden double door on the northern elevation.  The 
roof on this addition falls approximately one foot below the primary building to which it is attached.  
Another addition was later added to the western elevation of the garage.  This western-most addition 
features a gable roof, stucco siding, and iron grills over the windows.  This entire building sits upon a 
concrete foundation. 
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Restroom Building (WNNC-3) 

The WNNC Restroom Building (WNNC-3) was constructed in 1955-1956 by the National Audubon 
Society as a part of the Audubon Center of Southern California.  This building is a single-story structure 
featuring a flat roof with wide eave overhang on its northern façade.  Brackets on each façade help 
support the roof.  The exterior displays stucco siding, a combination of fixed and aluminum sliding 
windows, and single-entry doors on the northern, southern, and western façades.  This building sits upon 
a concrete slab foundation.  

Maintenance Garage and Shed (WNNC-4) 

These buildings appear to postdate 1955.  The garage is a single-story building featuring a side-gable roof 
with moderately overhanging eaves.  Metal roll-up doors are located on the western façade.  A single-
entry personnel door is located on the eastern elevation.  A squared piece of plywood attached to the 
northern façade possibly covers a window opening.  Fencing attached to the southern elevation encloses a 
small paved parking area.  This building sits upon a concrete foundation.  A small shed is located east of 
the garage.  This building is composed of modular block and features a flat wooden roof that extends out 
on the southern elevation to form an overhang.  The overhang is supported by four simple square posts.  
A large metal entry door is located on the southern façade.  Two ventilation ports are located on the 
eastern and western elevations.  The mural painted on this building’s northern façade is purported to have 
been a Boy Scout project.  This building also sits upon a concrete foundation. 

Picnic Shelter (WNNC-5) 

The WNNC Picnic Shelter (WNNC-5) is a gable-roof structure featuring a modular block wall on its 
western elevation.  No other walls are present on this shelter.  The roof is supported by 3 squared posts on 
the eastern elevation.  This structure sits upon a concrete foundation.  The picnic shelter was constructed 
in the 1980s. 

3.2.4 CRITERIA FOR SIGNIFICANCE OF EFFECTS 

Under Section 106 of federal regulations, an action has an effect on a historic property when the 
undertaking could alter the characteristics of the property that could qualify the property for inclusion in 
the National Register of Historic Places, including alteration of the location, setting, or use.  An 
undertaking could be considered to have an adverse effect on a historic property when the effect could 
diminish the integrity of the property’s location, design, setting, workmanship, feeling, or association.  
Adverse effects on historic properties include, but are not limited to: 

 physical destruction or alteration of all or part of the property; 

 isolation of the property form or alteration of the property’s setting when that character 
contributes to the property’s qualifications for listing in the National Register of Historic Places; 
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 introduction of visual, audible, or atmospheric elements that are out of character with the property 
that alters its setting; 

 neglect of a property resulting in its deterioration or destruction; or 

 the transfer, lease, or sale of the property (36 C.FR. 800.9). 

3.2.5 PROJECT EFFECTS ON CULTURAL RESOURCES 

3.2.5.1 NO ACTION ALTERNATIVE 

This alternative would involve no change in the existing conditions.  None of the existing site structures 
would be removed under this alternative and no ground disturbance would occur.  There would be no 
potential for direct, indirect, or cumulative effects to cultural resources.   

3.2.5.2 18,230 SF ALTERNATIVE (PROPOSED ACTION) 

The archival research indicated the presence of three previously recorded historic archaeological 
resources within a one-mile radius of the sublease boundary.  No prehistoric archaeological resources 
have been previously recorded within a one-mile radius of the sublease boundary.  Previous surveys and 
the survey conducted in connection with this project did not reveal any surface evidence of archaeological 
resources within the sublease boundary.   

The sublease boundary is located within the former San Gabriel River floodplain and contains alluvial 
soils deposited as a result of years of meandering and flooding.  Although surveyors observed discrete 
locations where the alluvium appeared to extend as deep as 5 feet, the actual depth of alluvial deposit 
across the site is unknown.  Approximately 6,000 cubic yards of soil would be graded as part of the 
proposed action.  It is anticipated that much of the ground disturbance would occur within the recent 
alluvial deposit; such deposits are less likely to contain significant archaeological resources.  However, 
the lack of surface evidence of archaeological materials and the presence of alluvium does not preclude 
the possibility that subsurface archaeological materials may exist.  In accordance with Section 106 of the 
National Historic Preservation Act (36 C.F.R 800) in the event any archaeological materials are 
encountered during earthmoving activities, the construction contractor would be required to cease activity 
in the affected area until the discovery can be evaluated by a qualified cultural resources specialist 
(archaeologist).  LACDPR, USACE, and State Historic Preservation Officer would be required, at that 
time, engage in consultation to determine appropriate treatment measures for any resources determined to 
be significant.   

County Police Substation (WNNC-1) 

The County Police Substation (WNNC-1) does not appear eligible for listing on the National Register of 
Historic Places.  This building is the result of ad-hoc alterations that have compromised its historic 
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integrity.  The modifications undertaken on this building (some exterior siding replacement, addition, 
etc.) have altered its original appearance.  As stated in 36 C.F.R 60.4, a resource considered eligible for 
listing on the National Register of Historic Places must retain enough of its historic character or 
appearance to be able to convey the reason(s) for its significance.  Such integrity is evaluated with regard 
to the retention of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association.  The 
modifications on this building have diminished its integrity of design, materials, and workmanship.  
Research did not reveal that the building possessed important associations with significant events or 
persons (National Register of Historic Places Criteria A & B) or embodied distinctive architectural 
characteristics (National Register of Historic Places Criterion C) that would mark it of exceptional 
significance to compensate for its diminished integrity.  Therefore, this building does not appear eligible 
for listing in the National Register of Historic Places.   

WNNC/Museum (WNNC-2) 

The WNNC/Museum (WNNC-2) is the result of several ad-hoc alterations and has been moved from 
another location.  As stated in National Register Bulletin 15, a moved building or structure would need to 
be of exceptional significance in order to be considered for National Register of Historic Places listing.  
This building does not rise to that level of importance.  Although the National Audubon Society played a 
key role in contributing to wildlife protection in the United States (National Register Criterion A), this 
building was originally constructed as a private residence.  As such, it does not maintain its original 
historic use or its original historic association.  This building does not reflect an original association with 
the National Audubon Society.  Furthermore, the alterations that have been undertaken on the building 
have changed its original appearance and resulted in a loss of integrity.  This diminished integrity 
includes a loss of original materials, workmanship, setting, feeling, and association.  As outlined in 
National Register Bulletin 15, a loss of integrity, if sufficiently great, will overwhelm the historical 
significance a resource may possess and render it ineligible.  Research did not reveal that the building 
possessed associations with persons (National Register of Historic Places Criterion B) or embodied 
distinctive architectural characteristics (National Register of Historic Places Criterion C) that would mark 
it of exceptional significance to compensate for its loss of integrity.  Therefore, this building does not 
appear National Register of Historic Places eligible.   

Restroom Building (WNNC-3) 

The WNNC Restroom Building (WNNC-3) does not appear to be eligible for the National Register of 
Historic Places.  This building does not appear to be significantly associated with an important theme or 
person in history (National Register of Historic Places Criteria A & B).  Although it is part of a complex 
established by the National Audubon Society during the mid-20th century, the building itself has always 
functioned as a restroom and is not known have been significantly associated with the society’s mission.  
This building does not embody distinctive architectural characteristics, nor does it appear to be the work 
of a master (National Register of Historic Places Criterion C).  While buildings can sometimes provide 
important information on historic construction techniques and technologies (National Register of Historic 
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Places Criterion D), this type of building is well documented in both written and visual sources, and does 
not appear likely to yield important primary information.   

Maintenance Garage and Shed (WNNC-4) 

The WNNC Maintenance Garage and Shed (WNNC-4) do not appear to be eligible for National Register 
of Historic Places listing.  Research did not reveal these buildings to be significantly associated with an 
important historic theme or event (National Register of Historic Places Criterion A).  The buildings 
appear to have always functioned as a maintenance garage and storage shed for the local police.  These 
buildings do not appear to have significantly contributed to National Audubon Society’s mission.  
Research did not indicate that the buildings are associated with an individual considered important in 
local history (Criterion B).  These buildings do not embody distinctive architectural characteristics, nor do 
they represent the work of a master (Criterion C).  These types of buildings are well represented 
regionally and on a statewide level, and therefore, do not appear likely to yield important primary 
information on historic construction techniques or technologies (Criterion D).  These buildings do not 
appear to meet the eligibility criteria for National Register of Historic Places listing.   

Picnic Shelter (WNNC-5) 

The WNNC Picnic Shelter (WNNC-5) does not appear to be eligible for National Register of Historic 
Places listing.  The picnic shelter was constructed in the 1980s.  This structure has always functioned as a 
shelter/kiosk and does not appear to be significantly associated with an important theme or person in 
history (National Register of Historic Places Criterion A & B).  Although situated on former National 
Audubon Society property, this shelter/kiosk was not shown to have contributed to the society’s mission.  
This structure does not embody distinctive architectural or engineering characteristics, nor does it appear 
to be the work of a master (National Register of Historic Places Criterion C).  This shelter does not appear 
likely to yield important primary information (National Register of Historic Places Criterion D).   

As described above, the six historic-era buildings identified as part of the present study have been 
photographed, documented and evaluated.  All of these buildings would be removed as part of the 18,230 
sf Alternative.  None of the buildings have been found eligible for listing on either the National Register 
of Historic Places.  Thus, removal of these structures would not cause a substantial direct, indirect, or 
cumulative adverse change in the significance of a historical resource.   

There were no archaeological resources identified within the Area of Potential Effect.  However, the lack 
of surface evidence of archaeological materials and the presence of alluvium does not preclude the 
possibility that subsurface archaeological materials may exist.  Implementation of mitigation measures 
CR-1 and CR-2 would ensure that a substantial direct, indirect, or cumulative adverse effect to previously 
unknown archaeological resources or human remains disturbed during construction.   
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3.2.5.3 14,000 SF ALTERNATIVE 

Because the same structures would be affected under this alternative, the impacts would be the same as 
those described above in Section 3.2.5.2.   

3.2.5.4 10,000 SF ALTERNATIVE 

Because the same structures would be affected under this alternative, the impacts would be the same as 
those described above in Section 3.2.5.2. 

3.2.5.5 2,800 SF ALTERNATIVE 

This alternative would require removal of the WNNC, County Police Substation, and the Restrooms 
Building, the impact of which are described in Section 3.2.5.2.  This alternative would not require the 
removal of the maintenance garage and shed or the picnic shelter.  However, these structures are not 
eligible for listing as historic resources.  The impacts to archaeological resources would be the same as 
those described in Section 3.2.5.2, and this alternative would be required to implement mitigation 
measures CR-1 and CR-2.   

3.2.6 MITIGATION MEASURES 

CR-1 In the event that buried archaeological resources – such as chipped or ground stone, 
historic bottles, building foundations, basements, privies, or human bone – are 
inadvertently discovered during ground-disturbing activities, work shall stop in that are 
and within 100 feet of the find until a qualified archaeologist can assess the significance 
of the find, and if necessary, develop appropriate treatment measures in consultation with 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Los Angeles District. 

CR-2 If human remains of Native American origin are discovered during project construction, 
it is necessary to comply with state laws relating to the disposition of Native American 
burials, which fall within the jurisdiction of the Native American Heritage Commission 
(Pub. Res. Code Sec. 5097).  If any human remains are discovered or recognized in any 
location other than a dedicated cemetery, no further excavation or disturbance shall occur 
on the site or on any nearby area reasonably suspected to overlie adjacent human remains 
until: 

1. the coroner of the county has been informed and has determined that no investigation 
of the cause of death is required; and 

2. if the remains are of Native American origin: 
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a. the descendants of the deceased Native Americans have made a recommendation 
to the landowner or the person responsible for the excavation work, for means of 
treating or disposing of, with appropriate dignity, the human remains and any 
associated grave good as provided in Public Resources Code Section 5097.98, or 

b. the Native American Heritage Commission was unable to identify the descendent 
or the descendent failed to make a recommendation within 24 hours after being 
notified by the commission. 

According to the California Health and Safety Code, six or more human burials at one 
location constitute a cemetery (Section 8100), and disturbance of Native American 
cemeteries is a felony (Section 7052).  Section 7050.5 requires that construction or 
excavation be stopped in the vicinity of discovered human remains until the coroner can 
determine whether the remains are those of a Native American.  If the remains are 
determined to be Native American, the coroner must contact the California Native 
American Heritage Commission. 

3.2.7 SIGNIFICANCE SUMMARY 

3.2.7.1 NO ACTION ALTERNATIVE 

Because no change in existing conditions would occur on the site, No Action Alternative would have no 
direct, indirect, or cumulative effect on cultural resources. 

3.2.7.2 18,230 SF ALTERNATIVE (PROPOSED ACTION) 

See Section 3.2.7.5 below. 

3.2.7.3 14,000 SF ALTERNATIVE 

See Section 3.2.7.5 below. 

3.2.7.4 10,000 SF ALTERNATIVE 

See section 3.2.7.5 below. 

3.2.7.5 2,800 SF ALTERNATIVE 

The direct, indirect, and cumulative impacts of the alternatives would not result in a substantial adverse 
impact to cultural resources with implementation of mitigation. 
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