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Figure A-5

 Two-Story Option
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Figure A-6

 Pavilion and Tower Design Option
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Although the two-story alternative would meet the basic objectives of the proposed project, it was 
eliminated from further consideration by the stakeholders because the additional circulation space and 
structural requirements required to achieve a multiple story building were cost prohibitive.  The overall 
size of building was larger due to vertical circulation required (elevators and two sets of stairs).  The two-
story building would have increased exit requirements for a two-story to allow for safe egress of the 
building’s occupants.  Two exit stairways for emergency egress would be required, in addition to an 
elevator and mechanical room to meet ADA barrier-free requirements.  A ramp was considered in lieu of 
elevators.  However, the ramp to exit a second story would be 175 feet long.  It was determined that staff 
would need to be on same floor as the exhibit space for effective facility management.  A two-story 
facility would create a physical separation of most of the staff from the day-to-day operation of the 
facility.  The segregation of the building into visitors and administration floors would create management 
difficulties and run counter to the desire for increased staff involvement in the programs and activities 
offered at the facility.  

PAVILION AND TOWER BUILDING DESIGN OPTION 

This alternative considered locating the interpretive center at the project site on the south side of Durfee 
Avenue across from South El Monte High School.  This alternative considered creating a series of 
pavilions to house the major gathering spaces, such as the lobby and multi-purpose room (see Figure A-
6).  Meanwhile, the interpretive spaces, including the “River Ecology” portion of the proposed 
programming, would be located in a tower linked to the air exchange system.  This alternative was 
developed prior to obtaining more refined information on the building program and high efficiency 
mechanical systems.  This was eliminated because it was determined to be cost prohibitive. 




